Communitg (_onnections

We do a lot of “community connecting” here at Stepping
Stones—in fact, one of our programs is called “Community
Connections.” Through this program we connect volunteers to
neighbors to provide needed supportive services such as trans-
portation, shoveling, companionship, and small home repairs.

But we also connect to the community in other ways, especially
by supporting and networking with other human service agen-
cies and programs.

In this newsletter we want to feature two new connections
that we’ve been getting lots of questions about.—

United Way C3 Center

The first connection is the United Way C3 Center located in
Stepping Stones old building. Newly painted by groups from
the Chippewa Valley Correctional Facility, the building now has
anew life. And giving old things a new life is exactly the pur-
pose of the C3 Center.

Did you know . . . If you have clean, functional furniture, appli-
ances or household goods that you no longer need, they don’t
have to gather dust in your basement or rot in a landfill> They
can have a second life in the home of someone who could really
use it, right here in Dunn County!

Volunteers will pick up your unwanted household items or you
can deliver them to 1620 Stout Rd. (the old building, not the
new one!) Mon. - Thurs.: 9 am - 3 pm, Fri.: 9 am - 12 noon. ltems
will be given to those who need them FREE of CHARGE.

Examples of what United Way is looking for:

Couches, beds, lamps, dressers
Bassinets, changing tables, youth beds
Microwaves, stoves, refrigerators/freezers
Pots and pans, dishes, utensils, flatware
Tables, chairs, highchairs

Bedding, towels, wash cloths

Clothing

To arrange a pick-up or for more infor-
mation about the C3 Center, contact the
United Way at 715.235.3800.
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Winter Haven
The other new connection we’d like to feature is Winter
Haven, the new warming shelter.

At the beginning of 2011, a group of concerned community
members met to discuss the rising incidence of homelessness
in Dunn County. After several meetings and research into
what was most feasible in Dunn County, they went to work
on what’s called a ‘warming shelter’ — a safe space where
homeless individuals can go to get warm in the evenings dur-
ing the cold winter months. On Dec. 1st, Winter Haven
opened at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 921 Wilson Ave.,
Menomonie.

Winter Haven is available for adults age 18 and over. Walk-
ins are accepted from 10 to 10:30 p.m. Guests who have been
referred from a community service or are accompanied by
the police or sheriff’s department are allowed in later. The
shelter is run entirely by volunteers, with two volunteers
always being present at a time. Shifts run from 9:30 p.m. to
2a.m., and 2 - 6:30 a.m.

Winter Haven is sponsored by St. Joseph’s Church and a com-
munity group called Dunn County Advocates for the Home-
less, which includes individuals and agency representatives.
Stepping Stones Shelter Coordinator Heidi Hooten is a mem-
ber of the group. If you’d like more information or wish to
volunteer, contact Heidi at 715.235.2975 or Julie Bendel at

715.232.8549.

The mission of
Stepping Stones is
“People helping
people strengthen
the Dunn County
community by
providing food,
shelter, and sup-
port.” We seek to
be a step on the
path to a better life
for people who
could use a helping

b hand. Our mission
"1‘ 3 is made possible by
W the generosity of
% our donors and

volunteers.

All gifts are greatly
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Stepping Stones
Board of Directors for 2012:

Julie Bendel, President

Rob MacDougall, Vice-President
Howard Lee, Treasurer
Christian Peterson, Secretary
Dale Dohms

Kathy Gram

Michelle Hamilton

Siphewe Mainjeni

Luanne Prochnow

Linda Thompson

Marty Walsh

Jim Welch

Rich Yonko

Staff:

Katherine Dutton
Executive Director

Lana Anderson
Food Pantry Coordinator

Angélakay Athena
Community Connections
Program Coordinator

Heidi Hooten
Stepping Stones Shelter
Coordinator

Pang Kou Yang

Shelter & Admin. Assistant

Travis Seehaver

Maintenance & Warehouse
Coordinator

Tribute donations listed
here are those received
through Dec. 15th, the
date the newsletter
went to print. Addi-
tional holiday gifts &
memorials will be listed
in the next newsletter!

Thank you so much
to all who chose to
honor and remember
friends, family,
colleagues, and loved
ones by gifts to
Stepping Stones.

(Gifts given as tributes
to Stepping Stones
Capital Campaign will
be listed upon
campaign completion.)
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Contributions were given as Christmas gifts for:

Julie Bendel from Johanna Warloski

Marlene Edlin from Lois Oakland

0.K. & Roberta Hedlund from Bill & Julie Fisher
Charlotte & Howard Lee from Denise Sedlak
Rob & Wendy MacDougall from Lloyd & Eva Rogers

Edith Miller from Patty Manor

New Hope & Sand Creek Lutheran Church Staff:
Robbie Jo Ellefson, Pastor Barb Koch, Becky Loftus,
Ron & Patti Morning from New Hope W/ELCA

Kim & Richard Stacionis and David Rathke from Susan

& Dennis Minter
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Holiday Gifts & Memorials
to Stepping Stones

Contributions were received in memory of:

Louise Ackerman from Nancy & Ken Schofield
Dorothy Rose Amick from Roger & Candy Amick
Chris Baty from Charles & Dianne Stratton
Walter Bjornson from Gene & Mary Kunes

Guy Scot Catto from Angie Catto

John Damro from Richard Damro

Dorothy Deming from Debra Cady

Earl & Ruth Draeger from Susan Hoyt

Kara & Michael Gilbertson from Ruth & Carlyle Gilbertson
Don Hall from Rose Hall

Mary Ann Hegna from Dave & Irma Jean Maves
Marlys & Larry Hinzman from Ann Rhead

Bob Jeatran from Esther, Jack & Leslie Jeatran
Carroll Josh from Deborah Allen Schumacher
Marissa Joyce from Lisa Joyce

Jim & Lois Kothlow from Shirley & Jerome Prochnow
Ida S. Lausted from Gerald Lausted

Marty Miller from Robert & Mary Peterson
Adam Phillips from Robin & Mike Phillips
Josephine Quilling from Dale & Cindy Quilling
Betty Schofield from Nancy & Ken Schofield
Paul Schumacher from Barbara Schumacher
Jared Schutz from Randy & Peggy Schutz

Julie Siler from Galen & Pat Fox, Jean Vasey
Jerry Sipple from Lois Sipple

Ruth Stewart from Neil & Marie Koch

James Strand from Warren & Lana Benson

John W. Wood from Meredith Ingram

Contributions were received in honor of:

Blake & Parker Behrens from Kyle & Becky Behrens
The Alvin Berge Family from Susan Buroker

Dick Best from Workforce Resource Admin Team
Monsignor Charles Blecha from Al & Lorayne Baldus
Their Children & Grandchildren from Elmer & Diana Bentz
Her Children & Grandchildren from Mary Ann Langford
Nelson Deming from Debra Cady

Their Grandkids from Allen & Sherry Otto

Pastor Roy & Mary Harrisville from Harry & Barb Stai
Karen Hawkinson from Lyle Finder

Jan Jordan’s birthday from Diane Mercil

Marion Lang from Susan & Pinckney Hall, Caryn Trieiber
Debbie Lindemann from Mayo Clinic-Behavioral Health
Menomonie Realtors from Dairy State Bank

Carrie Nelson from Linda Ely

Carolyn Ohnsted from Lois A. Anderson

Their Parents from Kathryn Baumgordner & Robert Kistner
Luanne Prochnow from Garlen Lemler

Jan Steiner from Dunn Co. Child Support Agc 4

Those Less Fortunate from WSEU Local 383 AFSCME
Violet Waller from Mary Krueger
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Gifts & Memorials to Stepping Stones

Since the last newsletter,
contributions were received in memory of:

Arnold P. Anderson from Phillip M. Steans Law Office

Stan Anderson from Tom & Judy Humpal, Laverne &
Donna Weber

Carole Avery from David & Pat Reisinger

Jillian Baus from Jack & Cyndi Baus

Laura Beguhn from Mickey Beguhn

Eileen Berg from Ozzie Howe

Raymond Bird from Kimberly Dicks, Mark & Kathie Metzger

Walter Bjornson from Nancy Bjornson, Gene & Mary
Ann Kunes

Ruth Bratsch from Carol Bombardier

Mary Jo (Cirkl) Brehn from Joe Cirkl

Beth Candell from Art & Barbara Brandt

Marvin Cartwright from Audrey Bracher

Mary Ann Cirkl from Joe Cirkl

David Corthell from Bill & Jennie Stewart

Richard Debee from Lois Debee

Wayne Devery from Ruth & Carlyle Gilbertson, Dave &
Irma Jean Maves

Sue Dowling from Marian & Toby Ellison

Marguerite W. Erickson from Kitz & Bob Cleary

Gene Flug from Katherine Flug

Kyle Gasteyer from Lynne Quilling

John Harmon from Marcia, Friends & Family

Brian Hartz from Hazel & Jerry Hughes

Debra Hayes from Ruth Gilbertson

Vera Helgeson from Ethel Frank

Leonard Hintzman from Audrey Schneider

Jim Hofer from Deirdre Hofer

Richard Hoffman from Darlene Frank

Joe Hotter from Jim & Mary Ann Bilse, Audrey Schneider

Wilbur “Ozzie Howe” from David & Irma Jean Maves

Margaret Jacobson from Ethel Frank

Jerry McManus from Margaret Sykora

Erling Moldenhauer from Luanne Prochnow

Vernon & Myrene Moritz from Linda Roth

Dr. Lynn Murel from Carrie Nelson

Elwood Peterson from Lois Oakland

Ruth Peterson from Leslie Peterson

Jean Polasky from Joan Polasky

Margaret Redig from Jane Redig & John Williams

Lois Satter from Bill & Janice Kohnke

Dorothy Schuebel from David & Pat Reisinger

Bing Skogen from Ruth Gilbertson

Jerry Sipple from Lois Sipple

Wayne Spiegelberg from Tiiu Feirn

Stanley Staude from Grace Mertes

Ed Stevens from John & Flo Perri

Allen & Eric Tilseth from Vivian Tilseth

Dennis “Denver” Timm from Jan Timm

WINTER 2011

Contributions ‘in memory of’ continued:

Annette Rockwell Harbour Wedeward

from Lavonne Solem
Everett Wilbur from Sallie & Sarah Ward
Martha Williams from Jane Redig & John Williams
Harry Witz from Clear Connection Chiropractic
Ruth Wold from Gladys Block
Russell Ziebell from Gerald & Louise Wolf

Contributions were received in honor of:

Monsignor Charles Blecha’s 100th birthday
from Diane Bowman

Her Children from Barbara Laatsch

Barb Deutscher’s birthday from Pollie Evans

Family & Children’s Services Unit from Sara Olinger

First Congregational UCC150 years from Margi Stauss

Their Grandchildren from Richard & Jeri Ann Ernst

Their Grandchildren: Drew Nora, Anna Pejsa, & Alex
Buhr from Jan & Jim Pejsa

Their Grandchildren from Richard & Jeri Ann Ernst

OK & Bobbie Helund from Si & Betty Olson

Heidi Hooten from Dayle Mandelson

Bonita O’Meara from Emily Noony McMahen

Beirne M. Rucker from Jo Ann Rucker

All Veterans from VFW AUX 1039, Winnefred &
Wendelin Wolf

Elaine Werner from Winnifred & Wendelin Wolf

Special thanks to the following businesses, churches
& groups that donated turkeys and other Thanksgiv-
ing food, or funds for us to purchase these items, to
distribute through the pantry.

Alliance Church, Branches Church, Cardinal FG
Cedarbrook Church, Dairy State Bank, Family
Video, Gentle Dental Care LLC, Menomonie
Noon Rotary, Peace Lutheran Church,
WESTconsin Credit Union, Wisconsin
Industrial Sand, Wipfli LLP

For contributions ‘above and beyond’ we
recognize the Menomonie High School
FFA group which donated $5,500 from

their annual Corn Drive. What a great
group of youth with tremendous com-
mitment to their community.
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Holiday Food & [Fund Drives

Many businesses, churches and groups hold food and fund drives for the pantry at this %) WishlList &
time of the year. These donations are critical to our mission. Well over 1,000 visits per
month are currently being made to the food pantry. Thanks to some generous donors,
financial contributions are being matched up to $10,000 through the end of
2011...there’s still time to make a year-end tax deductible gift!

For the Stout Road Building
e VACUUM!
¢ Snow shovels
e Mops & brooms
e Microwave
e Tools or tool set
e Flashlights

For the Shelter
¢ DVD player
e Pots & sauce pans
e Baking pans/sheets
o Silverware
e Gas cards

Mount Foodji at 24/7 Telcom
This photo shows just a portion of the 1,629 Ibs. of food
donated at 24/7’s three locations so far! This mountain of
food will add more variety and cover a LOT of pantry
shelves.

For the Shelter & Pantry

e Personal care products:
shampoo, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, razors,
t.p., tampons, Kleenex, etc.

e Diapers, any size

e Eco-friendly cleaning
supplies

e [ce melt

Thank you to all who have contributed.

The Giving Tree at Gentle Dental
Pictured above to the right is Stepping Stones’ Executive Director, Katherine Dutton, and
Dr. Lisa Joyce of Gentle Dental Care who is matching donations made by clients during

the holiday season. Dr. Joyce already presented a check to Stepping Stones $1,772!
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